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[With reference to M. 8:5B:] The indications of a crazy dog [are 
these]: 


its mouth hangs open, its spit drips, its ears flap, its tail hangs down 
between its legs, it walks on the edge of the road. 


The other dogs bark at him. 
And there is he who says, Also he barks, but no sound is heard. 
[E] What makes this dog mad? 


[F] Rab and Samuel: One said, “An evil spirit gets into him.” The 
other said, “A woman performs some witchcraft, which gets into 
him.” 


[G] Germani, the slave of R. Yudan the Patriarch, was bitten by a 
mad dog. He fed him a piece of the liver’s lobe [of the dog], 
but he was never healed. 


[H] Don’t let anyone tell you that a mad dog bit him and he lived, a 
snake bit him and he lived, a mule butted him and he lived — 


[I] but this refers specifically to a white mule. 


How do we know that a matter of doubt concerning life or death 
overrides the prohibitions of the Sabbath? 


R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yohanan: “‘[Say to the people of Israel,] 
But you shall keep my Sabbaths, [for this is a sign between me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the Lord, 
sanctify you]’ (Exod. 31:13). The word ‘but’ serves as an exclusionary 
clause [indicating that there are circumstances in which one does not 
keep the Sabbath].” 


[C] There is he who proposes to say, “Profane the Sabbath [one time] 
on a person’s account, so that he may sit and observe many 
Sabbaths.” 


[As to M. 8:5G-M,] R. Zeira, R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “In 
the case of an alleyway, in which only one Israelite lives along with 
gentiles, and which fell down in an earthquake — [on the Sabbath] 
they labor to dig the stones out on account of the Israelite who is there. 
[That is, if the Israelite is in permanent residence, then there is a 
chance that he is the one who is buried, and the laws of the Sabbath are 
set aside on his account, since in the saving of life a lenient ruling is 
made.]” 


